Reference:
Giinther, Sven, Xenophon on Risks, (2024), Global Business & Economics Anthology,
ISSN:1553-1392, Volumes I & II, December 2024, pp 1-19.

Copyright © 2024 by the Business & Economics Society International (B&ESI)
DOI: 10.47341/GBEA.24121

Xenophon on Risks

Sven Giinther
Institute for the History of Ancient Civilizations, Changchun, China
Email: <svenguenther@nenu.edu.cn>/ <sveneca@aol.com>

Abstract

Xenophon’s model of order had to face realities. The pressing military, political, social, and economic questions of the
4" century BC, a period of various transformations, brought about many uncertainties, risks, and dangers. Indeed,
Xenophon’s oeuvre abounds with vocabulary related to fear and danger as well as with the respective antonyms from
the word field of security & safety. Based on the discussion of modern heuristic distinctions between uncertainty, risk,
and danger I argue that to some degree Xenophon was very aware of the differences between human-based calculation
of risks and external, incalculable dangers that both became integrated into his model of comprehensive leadership.
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